
What 
you 
should 
know

QUICK Guide to Generators

With appropriate use and
maintenance, generators can
offer significant convenience
during power outages.
Before buying a generator,
assess your backup power
requirements to choose the
correct size. Create a list of
essential appliances and
devices you wish to power
during an outage, and then
sum their total wattage.

RECOMMENDED TYPES
OF GENERATORS

SMALL GENERATORS

Up to 2,000 watts. 

Recreational Inverter

Lightweight, about 60 pounds
Quiet, easy to store
Powers: fridge, and a few smaller items 
(i.e.: lamp, phone charger and home security system)

Up to 3,500 watts. 

Midsized Inverter

Weighs up to 150 pounds
Powers: fridge, laptop, five to 10 lights,
phone charger, home security system
and 10k BTU air conditioner

Up to 7,500 watts. 

Portable Generators and
Large Inverters

Lightweight, about 300 pounds
Powers: fridge, gas furnance, 10K BTU air
conditioner, dishwasher, multiple lights, TV,
laptop and more
Ability to connect to home’s breaker panel

MEDIUM GENERATORS
Transfer switch required.

LARGE GENERATORS
Transfer switch required.

Up to 20,000 watts. 

Portable Generators and Large
Inverters

Must be permanently installed; starts
automatically during an outage
Power: most home appliances and electronics
(simultaneously)
Can run indefinitely on natural gas or propane

SAFETY FIRST!
Please inform us if you acquire a generator that you intend to
connect to an electrical panel.
Incorrectly installed generators can cause back feed, posing risks
to our crews and communities.
BEFORE USING A GENERATOR, DISCONNECT THE REGULAR
POWER SOURCE ENTERING YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.
Never run a generator indoors or in any enclosed area.

AVERAGE WATTAGE FOR
COMMON APPLIANCES Water Heater (Electric, 50 gal)

Central Air (3-Ton):
Heat Pump (Central):
Clothes Dryer:
Electric Oven/Range:
Space Heater:
Window Air Unit:
Microwave Oven:
Clothes Washer:
Refrigerator:
Freezer (Upright):
TV (55" LED/LCD):
Router/Modem:
Smartphone Charger:
LED Bulb (10W, 60W equivalent):

4,500 watts
3,500 watts
3,000 watts
3,000 watts
2,500 watts
1,500 watts
1,200 watts
1,000 watts
500 watts
150 watts
120 watts
80 watts
12 watts
15 watts
10 watts

4.46 kWh/day
14.00 kWh/day
10.80 kWh/day
2.25 kWh/day
0.94 kWh/day
4.50 kWh/day
4.80 kWh/day
0.25 kWh/day
0.25 kWh/day
1.19 kWh/day
1.01 kWh/day
0.40 kWh/day
0.29 kWh/day
0.03 kWh/day
0.05 kWh/day

LIST OF SAMPLE ITEMS AND THEIR AVERAGE USAGE

Source: The Green Watt

This applies to generators of all sizes.
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