
What you need to know.

PORTABLE GENERATOR USE

SAFETY
GUIDE

BEFORE USE
READ THE MANUAL - Review the manufacturer’s instructions and safety warnings.  
INSPECT THE GENERATOR - Check for damage, loose parts, or fuel leaks before starting.

PLACEMENT AND VENTILATION
NEVER USE INDOORS - Generators emit deadly carbon monoxide (CO). Do not run
them inside homes or garages.
OPERATE OUTDOORS - Place the generator at least 20 feet away from windows, doors,
and vents.
ENSURE VENTILATION - Keep the exhaust directed away from buildings.
PROTECT FROM WEATHER - Use a canopy or cover to keep the generator dry while
maintaining airflow.

FUEL SAFETY
TURN OFF BEFORE REFUELING - Always shut down and let the generator cool before
adding fuel.  
STORE FUEL SAFELY - Use approved containers and keep them away from living areas.  
AVOID FUEL NEAR GENERATOR - Prevent ignition by keeping fuel and vapors away from
the unit.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY
USE PROPER CORDS - Only use heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cords.  
CHECK WATTAGE CAPACITY - Do not overload the generator beyond its rated output.  
KEEP DRY - Avoid operating in wet conditions or without grounding instructions.

CARBON MONOXIDE
PROTECTION

INSTALL CO DETECTORS - Place
battery-operated CO alarms in
living areas.  
KNOW CO SYMPTOMS -
Dizziness, headaches, nausea, and
fatigue signal CO poisoning -
move to fresh air immediately.

DURING OPERATION
NEVER BACKFEED - Do not plug
the generator into a wall outlet; it
can electrocute utility workers.  
USE A TRANSFER SWITCH -
Have a qualified electrician install
one for home power connections.  
MONITOR REGULARLY - Check
fuel levels and listen for unusual
noises.

AFTER USE
COOL DOWN PROPERLY - Let
the generator run without load
for a few minutes before shutting
off.  
STORE SAFELY - Keep in a dry,
secure location when not in use.

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

Use a generator that is rated for
electrical and fuel fires.
KNOW EMERGENCY
SHUTDOWN - Be ready to turn
off the generator quickly if
needed.

Visit inlandpower.com/
portable-generator-safety 
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