
with wind second at 21%.
• Electric power generation and
irrigation for crops continue to be
viewed as the most important uses
for Columbia and Snake rivers.
Improving habitat, reducing harvest
and helping fish around the dams were
cited as best ways to help salmon
• Only 21% of the respondents
approved of dam breaching or removal
• 75% favor or strongly favor reducing
commercial and sport fishing when
salmon runs are low
A majority of the public do not
support removing the lower Snake
River dams
• When asked, 72% agree it is unwise
to remove dams that provide
substantial renewable electricity to
the region.

Inland supports cost-effective and
sound fish and wildlife programs.
Inland continues to work hard to bring
its members reliable, low cost and
environmentally sound electrical power.

Northwest RiverPartners is a
partnership of individuals, businesses
and utilities, including Inland Power,
which supports the region's working
rivers and fish recovery.  Northwest
RiverPartners members want to ensure
that salmon restoration efforts are
based on sound science, are cost
effective and are done in collaboration
with various regional interests.

Hydropower is perceived
overwhelmingly as a valuable,
renewable resource on the same
footing as solar or wind, according to
recent opinion research commissioned
by Northwest RiverPartners.
Respondents also named hydro, which
supplies 60 percent of the region's
electricity, as the most practical source
of energy for the Pacific Northwest.

Six hundred registered voters from
Washington, Oregon and Idaho were
surveyed in late February and early
March to measure attitudes toward
issues related to Northwest dams,
energy and salmon issues. An
independent polling firm conducted
the survey.
Northwest citizens value hydropower
as clean, renewable and reliable energy
• 86% of poll respondents view hydro
as a renewable resource similar to
wind and solar resources.
• 74% understood wind is less reliable
than hydro because wind projects only
generate electricity when the wind is
blowing.
• Three-quarters of respondents
recognize that hydro does not
contribute to global warming.
Hydropower is viewed as most
sensible energy for the Northwest to
rely upon
• 58% identified hydro as the most
practical energy resource for the region

New poll illuminates attitudes
on dams, energy and salmon
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Your 2006 Capital
Credit Allocation

One of the many benefits of
being a member of a cooperative
like Inland Power & Light is that
you are also the owner and any
excess revenues over expenses
are later returned to the
members. This month you will
find your 2006 capital credit
allocation in the message
portion of your billing statement.
Please refer to the back page
for more information regarding
capital credits.

Visit the
Grand Coulee

For an entertaining and
enjoyable summer's eve, consider
a visit to the Grand Coulee Dam.
The largest electric power
producing facility and the largest
concrete structure in the United
States is about a two-hour drive
from downtown Spokane. Every
evening at 10:00 pm in June &
July and then in August  through
September at 9:30 pm, lasers
dance across the face and
spillway while a giant movie screen
is used to tell the story of the
Columbia River and the history
and purposes of the dam.
For more information,
call (800)268-5332.



L I G H T  R E A D I N G

Light Reading is a publication
of Inland Power & Light
Company. Please send any
questions or comments to:

Dan Villalobos
danv@inlandpower.com
Inland Power & Light Company
320 E. 2nd Avenue
Spokane, WA 99202

Understanding
“Capital Credits”
Frequently Asked Questions
What are Capital Credits? 

Because Inland Power & Light is a
cooperative, we are owned by our
members and Inland Power does not
technically earn profits. Instead, any
revenues over and above the cost of
doing business are considered
"margins". These margins represent
an interest-free loan of operating
capital by the membership to the
cooperative. This capital allows Inland
Power to finance operations and, to
a certain extent, construction. The
utility then returns this capital to the
member in later years.
How often will I receive an
allocation notice?

You should receive an allocation
notice each year after a financial audit
of the utility has been performed. The
amount of your allocation will be
printed on your June bill, or if you do
not receive a bill in June, a letter will
be sent to you.
What do I have to do to start
accumulating capital credits?
Capital credits are calculated by Inland
Power for every member who
purchased electricity during a year in
which the utility earned margins. No
special action is required to start a
capital credit account. Your
membership with Inland Power
activates your capital credit account.
How are capital credits calculated?

The amount of capital credits you
earn in a given year is based upon
the amount of electricity purchased.
Each member receives a credit based
on a percentage for each dollar of
electricity purchased.
Can I use the capital credits I have
allocated to pay my electric bill?

No. Allocated capital credits may

not be used to pay current bills. While
your electric bill is due monthly, you
will not be entitled to your capital
credits until the board of trustees
authorizes a refund. This will take
place over many years, since Inland
needs the funds to grow and replace
worn out assets.
What happens to the capital credits
of a member who dies?

There are two options when a
member dies and there is no surviving
spouse. First, the representative of
the estate can have the balance of
capital credits transferred into the
heir's name and the balance will be
paid out as the board of trustees
approves refunds. The second option
is to take a payout of the current
balance at 30%.
Will I receive a capital credits check
every year?

Not necessarily. The trustees must
authorize a refund before you receive
a check. When considering a refund,
the board analyzes the financial health
of the cooperative and will not authorize
a refund if it is not in the best interest
of the membership.
What happens to my capital credits
when I leave the Inland Power
service area?

Your capital credits remain in your
name and member number until they
are retired. You just need to ensure
that Inland Power always has your
current mailing address.

At Inland Power & Light we are
committed to providing our
member/owners with safe reliable
service at the lowest possible cost.
Please call us if you have any
additional questions regarding your
capital credit allocation.

Congratulations
Scholarship Winners!

We are pleased to announce
the winners of the 2007 "Award
of Excellence" scholarships.
Ten recipients will receive a
$1000 scholarship to further
their education at an accredited
university or college. Additionally,
Inland has awarded our first
$1000 "Lineman Scholarships"
to two individuals interested in
pursuing a career in the line
construction trade.

And the winners are...

Natalie Baydo
Deer Park High School

Casey Billings
Reardan High School

Kelvin Daratha
Mead High School

Jenny Knezovich
Reardan High School

Michael Lawrence
Lakeside High School

Karissa Mielke
Davenport High School

Mallory Mielke
Davenport High School

Gregory Mitchell
University High School

Romany Redman
Lewis & Clark High School

Larissa Zeiler
Whitworth College

Lineman Scholarship winners

Jared Eagle
Almira Coulee Hartline
High School

Leigh Talkington
Harrington High School

Inland Wishes You a
  Happy and Safe 4th of July!


